RUSSIAN   AMERICANS
paupers, and peasants; Hebrews, high and low; Russians
of every pigmentation and political complexion—and
what I presently discovered is that they don't neces-
sarily dislike or hate each other here, though they lived
on opposite sides of walls or fences in Old Russia. Of
course, I met occasional " Countess Xenias " who would
say of any Russian Semitics, no matter how distin-
guished, " Oh, they're not Russians at all, they're dirty
Jews "; and occasional bitter Jewish radicals who would
say of the aristocrats, "They're bloody supercilious
beasts, and always will be"; but it was Prince Paul
Alexandrovich Chavchavadze, executive of the Cunard
Line, married to a Romanov princess, daughter of
Grand Duke George Mikhailovich and former Princess
Marie of Greece, who said, "You mustn't fail to go
down and meet Mark Weinbaum, editor of Novoye
Russkoye Slovo. He's one of the best-informed and
Georgian named Alexander Tarsaidze. He worked with the late
Prince Matchabelli, and now has started a perfume company of his
own, to make " Les Parfums Chevalier Garde." Mr Tarsaidze was
born in a town called Gori, near Stalin's birthplace. He still re-
members the excitement the day Stalin robbed a bank in Tiflis.
Mr Tarsaidze actively assists two of the annual White Russian
social events, the Allaverdy Ball and the Russian Naval Ball. He
graduated from the Russian Naval Academy, which was founded
by Peter the Great on November 19, 1701. Wherever the graduates
are, he says, " in Siam or CJhina or Brazil," they gather on Novem-
ber 19 to celebrate with a banquet of goose and apples. Empress
Anna, the wife of Peter the Great, sent goose and apples to the first
Academy dinner in 1701. The youngest officer at these gatherings
always salutes the oldest, who in New York is Admiral Linden, of
the class of '61. "Thank you very much," the Admiral always
says, " but you forgot to bury me." Judge, from which this amus-
ing resume is taken, seems to have made one error. Prince Paul
Chavchavadze is too young to have served in any division, *' wild "
or tame. It was his father, Prince Alexander, who served with the
Grand Duke Michael in the Caucasus.
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